Gilgamesh Project Assignment
Due Oct. 17
· Your project has three components:  assignment, research, and product.  Some time will be given for research and for working in class, but you should plan to work outside of class as well.  

· This project focuses on incorporating research with the selection.  Remember to correctly cite any information that you use in your project.  Use your Epic of Gilgamesh book as a citation reference.
Choose ONE of the following projects to complete:

1. Cuneiform The Epic of Gilgamesh was originally written in cuneiform.  You will research the subject of cuneiform writing and create a brochure or poster explaining what it is, how it was used, and why it is significant among other aspects of this form of written communication.  You will then create your own symbols for five important terms in the story.  For example, you may want to create a cuneiform symbol for the word “cedar.”  Be prepared to share these symbols with the class.
2. Religious and Cultural Beliefs 
The ancient Sumerians viewed the underworld as a bleak place, where little distinction was made between those who did evil on Earth and those who did good. Conduct research to find out more about ancient religious beliefs in an afterlife or underworld and compare and contrast your findings with the descriptions in this section.  Include all major world religions in your research (Judaism, Christianity, Islam, Buddhism, and Hindu).  You may choose how you want to present this information (Powerpoint, brochure, handouts, art, posters…)
Gilgamesh’s Journey 
Create a large map of Gilgamesh’s journey noting the various adventures that occur along the way.  Use quotes/evidence from the text to create your map.  If the text does not specify a direction or distance, use your best judgment in imagining Gilgamesh’s quests.  Your research should include discovering parts of the story not included in our text.
Story Board 
Retell the Gilgamesh selections without using any words.  Create a story board using a large sheet of paper or poster board.  The images must depict the action, setting, and important aspects of the story (literary devices, symbolism, epic characteristics…).  The artistic style you use to tell the story should reflect the style used during this time period, conduct research to discover what artistic forms would have been used.  

Dramatic Reading/Reader’s Theater 

Create a script of one of the selections from Gilgamesh.  Consider the setting and mood of each excerpt and imagine the kind of music that might accompany it in a performance (your presentation should include music).  How were plays performed during this time period?  Consider this when creating your play. You may work as a group of no more than three.  You will be required to submit a script, correctly formatted, and each cast member should speak at least 10 memorized lines.
Lamentation

Working solo, write a lamentation, similar to the one Gilgamesh writes to Enkidu, to a person you love, miss, admire from afar, or have lost.  It should be of considerable length, include repetition (“Weep for you..”), and may be written using archaic of modern language.

The Role of Women in Gilgamesh

Women have a very specific role in epics.  Do women have a positive or negative effect on the story? Have the role of women changed significantly in stories, movies, etc. today? How so? Write in essay form, write a poem, or answer the question in the form of a poster or storyboard.

